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TO RETIRE AUGUST 1

Secretary Alger's Resignation Form-
ally Accepted,

lR. IEIKUJOHI RETUrIS SATURDAY

Relieved at Not Having Others' Bur-
dens to Bear.

VISITED THE PRESIDENT

While it has not been definitely decided, it
is probable that Secretary Alger will relin-
qu.sh his duty early next week, perhaps
Moanday. The Secretary was an h ur late
in reaching his office this morning. He
spent that hour in going ever his private
correspondence at his residence with Mr.
Mason, his private secretary. There were

more than the usual number of telegrams
this morning. Every member of the Secre-
tary's family outside of Washington wire(.
approval of his action of yesterday, and,
although the Secretary himself did not ex-

hibit any of them, there is reason to believe
they included messages from some persons
very prominent in political life, express'ng
their view upon his resignation.
When Secretary Alger arrived at his office

he entered immediately into conference
with Adjutant General Corbin and Major
Hopkins. Senator Penrose of Pennsylvania
was among the callers, but his visit related
purely to departmental matters. Senator
Fairbanks, just returned from Alaska, also
called. He received a larger share of the
Secretary's attention than any of the oth-
ers, was taken into his private offike and
half an hour was spent in conference.
During the morning a telegram came

from Assistant Secretary Meiklejohn. The
Secretary had been pursuing him by wire
since yesterday afternoon. He was wan-
dering in the wilds of Wisconsin and the
last address he had given was Wayauwega,
where he was to remain till the 20th, today.
But he had broken his schedule, for the

telegraph people, after much delay, had
finally succeeded in locating him at New
London, Wis. The Secretary had telegraph-
ed him tue fact of his resignation and asked
him to return to Washington at his earliest
convenience.
Mr. Meiklejohn's reply was that he would

reach here Saturday night. This enabled
Secretary Alger to begin arrangements to
relinquish the department next Monday.
During the morning Major Pruden, assist-

ant private secretary to the President.
called at the department to see the Secre-
tary, and the impression prevailed that he
had brought with him the President's let-
ter of acceptance to Secretary Alger's resig-
nation. This turned out to be an error, for
the major came on purely personal busi-
ness.

At the White House.
He called upon President McKinley at

the White House this morning shortly be-
fore noon and was with him for a few
minutes. When he left he appeared to be
in excellent spirits. His face was wreathed
with smiles as he expressed to several
newspaper men who gathered about him
his appreciation of their good wishes.
"You feel relieved of a great burden?"

one of them suggested.
"Yes, I do." replied the Secretary. "Here-

after I will only have my own burden t
carry."
The Secretary said that he would relit.

quish his portfolio as soon as tile pendin
routine matters of the department wer,
cleared up, and Assistant Secretary Meikle-
john. to whom the war othee is to be tur:-
ed over pending the appointment of G-n
Alger's successor,is ready to assume chars
Assistant Secretary Meiklejuhn wired thi-
morning that he would he back Saturda;
"I shall retire before August 1," said th,

Secretary.
On his way to the White House and aftai

reaching there Secretary Alger met many
friends. who expressed regret at his retire-
nment from the cabinet.
Secretary Alger said that he knew noth-

ing of who might suecaed him.
The Secretary was asked it he intended ta

go to Michigan and enter into thae se'natoria
caml aign. "That is a long way off," he
sail. "My health is to be my first consid-
eration now. I shall try to restore that."
The Secretary does not look lake a well
man.
Secretary Alger stated that he has not

decide'( whether he will continue in th
senatorial race. hut it is sai-l to be certai,
that he will remain in the race if h:,
health will permit.

Awailing the President's Action.
Up to I o'cloak the President had not a!-

vised Secretary Alger of the acceptance
his r" ignation. It was taken from this b.
those closely associated with the Secretary
that the iresident was turning over th.-
rratt.'r before making a final response, and
while there seemed to be no doubt enter-
tained that the President's acceptan-woulb be forthcoming very soon, yet a'
long as this formality remained to be per-formed the matter was considered openand. to some extent, in doubt. The Secrr
tary -s letter of resignation was not mad
public either at the White House or
through the Secretary, the purpose being
to withhold this until the President's re-
sponse permitted the correspondence to he
given In a complete form. It is hardlyprobable, however, that the text of th~e:ommuitnication will add v'ery much to what
is already knoawn.

Maintained His Reticence.
S-'retary A'ger maintained the same reti-

etn'e today that he adapted yesterda'
after the resignatioan had been presented.
Hie would make no statement, and every
inquiry was met with the dleclaration that
this same silence would be preserved a'
lang as he was a member of the cabinet.
When his c',nnection with official life
ceases, the Secretary's frienads say that he
will then be at liberty to make a statement
which will relieve him from the cloud un-
der which he feels he has been placed,

Sammsoned to the White House.
Secretary Alge returned to the War De-

partment from his houme at 2:30i o'clock this
afternoon, and shortly after went over to
the White Haause in response to a telephone
message that the President :.esired to see
him. It was understoaod that the Presi-
dent had preparead a letter accepting Sec-
retary Alger's resignation and desired to
hand it to hirm in t'ersmn. Secretary Alger
will relinq~uish contr ol of affairs of the
War l'erartr-.ant a-n the return of Assist-
ant S. eretary Ma iklejohn, who is due here
Satuirday night.

Resixuation Acepted.
S.ere-tary Alger' received this afternoon

traon the President a letter accepting his
resignation, to take effect August 1.
The letter was brought to the War De-

parmv~ent by Mr. C'orteiyou, acting secre-
tary for the President. The secretary did
not rnake its terms public, but read it to a
few lntima.te frierads.

Centessa Receipts at Ileil.
Intelligence received by the War Depart-

ment from Manila today shows a gratifytng
increase in the amount of customs receipts
at the port of Iloilo for the month of May
over' every other month since America om-
eupation. As will be seen by the fenlowinag,
the receipts for the month of May are
iwithin P.,0W.19 as much as the total re-
eeipts of the three previous months; Peb-
rmary 15 to February 28, 1RSS, 134.1813.53;March. $110,37.2S; April, $51,477.41; May,2,14.S. Total for three months and
titeem dags. I16.Sl2a.

FOR THE WAR OFFICE

Many Suggested as Successor to Sec-
retary Alger.

REORGANIZING THE CABINET

The Postmaster General and At-

torney General Mentioned.

A DIFFICULT SELECTION

The most absorbing and generally dis-
cussed topic today was the choice of a

successor to Secretary Alger for the War
portfolio. The possibilities mentioned were

almost as numerous as the entire field of
cabinet candidates when the McKinley ad-
ministration first came into office. Nearly
all of the cabinet members outside of the
War Department were free enough to dis-
cuss the situation, with the proviso that
they should not be quoted by name, but
they all pleaded entire ignorance as to the
final choice. It was said by one cabinet
member that while of course, other. things
being approximately equal, the geographic
distribution of the office would cut a de-
cided figure in the decision, the. ques-
tion was one of so much importance to the
President that he would be forced to make
the personal qualifications of the candidate
the very first consideration.

Nearly Every General Suggested.
Nearly every general who has figured in

the recent war has been mentioned as a

possible candidate, but there are certain
considerations which, it is pointed out,
eliminate nearly every one of these front
serious consideration. One of the first
names In the popular gossip is that of Gov.
Roosevelt of New York. Those who are in

close touch with Gov. Roosevelt, and who
know the political course that he has map-
ped out for himself in New York. say that
it would be an absolute impossibility for
him to sacrifice his ultimate ambition to
accept a hold-over term in a cabinet whose
chief might or might not be re-elected. It
is also suggested, and this applies to Gov.
iteosevelt as well as to several other can-

didates, that with the present tangled con-
dition of affairs in the War Department.
any man with political aspirations takes
his political life in his hand in assuming
the W r portfolio. Regarding Gov. Roose-
velt, however, his friends say that he is a

roan with such rigid Ideas as to his public
.bligations that he would be apt to sacri-
ice any personal plans that he had made
in order to accept a place where his in-
tense personal energy and executive abil-
ty might be of assistance to the President.
Gen. Leonard Wood, now military gov-

ernor of Santiago, has also been mentioned,
but it is said by those who know the cir-
cumstances unaer which he recently de-
eined a flattering business offer in Wash-
ington that he has other things in prospect
which would prevent his resigning his posi-
tion in the military establishment to take
s short-lived political appointment.
Gen. Francis V. Green. who was through

the Philippine campaign last year, and Gen.
Harrison Gray Otis. who also saw service
in the islands, have both been mentioned,
but the chief importance attached to either
if these suggestions is that the appoint-
ment of Gen. Otis would give the Pacific
coast recognition in the cabinet. a thing
,hat has never happened before except in
the case of Attorney Generil McKenna.
Gen. James H. Wilson. now military gov-

'rnor of Matanzas, has been spoken of. He
conceded to be a man of superior execu-

live ability. His administration in Cuba
has been, according to army officers re-

-ently returned from there. the smoothest
Ind most satisfactory of any province ex-
eept, possibly, that of Santiago. and it is
aid that were th' position in the cabinet to
he offered him General Wilson probably
would seriously consider it. His great rec-
ord in the civil war is considered a strong
lement in favor of his selection.
Assistant Secretary Meiklejohn.

The name of Assistant Secretary of War
Meiklejohn has been mentior:ed,with special
tress laid on the fact that this would seem

t politic move. The assistant secretary is
thoroughly familiar with the workings of
the War Department, knows the general
policy and wishes cf the President as well
as any one outside the cabinet and is said
to be the man to carry them out. He is
from Nebraska and came nearer than is
generally kno~wn to being senator from that
state in the last change of that office. It
is pointed out that granting his adminis-
tration in the War Department was a suc-
eess he would be almost sure of the sena-
,rship in the next ele'tion, and that this
would strengthen the republican party in
Bryan's own state.
Whether ultimately made Secretary or

not, it is generally conceded that Mr. Mei-
klejohn will act for some time to come, and
it is not thought the President will be in
any haste to make a final selection.
Senator Thurston was at the White House

this tfternocn to advocate the promotion
of Mr. Meiklejohn, but it is positively known
that this will not he done. Mr. Melklejohn

s not geographically located for a success-
ful candidate.

New York Claims the Place.
The man uppermost In the President's

mind is Gen. Horace Porter, the present
ambassador to France. New York claims
a place in the cabinet. The vacancy made
by Secretary Bliss' resignation was filled
by a Missouri man. Besides General Por-
ter, other New York men whose names have
been mentioned are Governor Roosevelt,
Gen. Francis V. Greene and Elihu Root.
the eminent lawyer. General Greene is the
consulting engineer of the Barber Asphalt
Paving Company. He was colonel of the
f1st New York Regiment at the outbreak
of the Spanish war. He was later made
a brigadier general and sent to Manila. For
his services there he was promoted to major
general.
It is generally agreed that General Por-

ter would be a strong and excellent man
for Secretary of War If he would accept the
position. He is an enthusiastic military
man, loves the service and is a man of
great ability.' The financial consideration
could not enter into his calculation, but It
is not thought likely that he would wish to
give up his present post for the more trying
one at home. It is also recalled that Gen-
eral Porter was one of the two prominent
candidates for Secretary of War at the be-
ginning of the present administration.
Mr. Elihu Root Is known to be a lawyer

of more than usual ability, and has been
spoken of by a number of persons, but the
acceptance of the secretaryship would en-
tail considerable financial sacrifice on his
part.
In connection with General Porter It has

been suggested that should the latter ac-
cept the war portfolio there might be a
possibility of Mr. Root succeeding to the
embassy in Paris. He was mentioned as
second choice to Mr. Choate for the court
of St. James, and it Is understood that he
would like the Paris mission. But it is also
suggested that as New York has already
the three most important foreign missions,
London, Paris and Berlin. that it would
hardly be policy for President Mncrinley
to bring home a New York man for Secre-
tary of War and send a fresh one to France
as ambassador.
Talk et A&ttmer Genewal Griggs.
Stronga talk is indulged in .this afternoon

as to Attorney General Grimg bing given
the war portfolio. It is said thsat the Prem-.
ideat desies to give New York a position in
the cNnet. By changing Mr. Grigg he
could give the position of Attorney GeneraA
to Elihu Root or meo ether New York
lawyer. This talk also canes the strong
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Beneath the rule of mern eniely great
The blue pencil is mightier tbadte sword.

FIGHT OVER DEVLIN
Arousing Bitter Feeling Between

Democratic Factions in Chicago.

PROSPECT OF HIS REMOVAL

Bryan Tries to Evade Responsibility
of Tonight's Meeting.

DEMANDS OF BIMETALLISTS

CHICAGO, July 2J.-P. J. Devlin was the
storm center of the democratic national
committee gathering this morning. The
fight over his retention or dismissal be-
came very bitter.

It was reported that the Altgeld people
had made a threat to Vice Chairman Stone
of the national commi tee that they would
withdraw from the democratic party and
form a national committee of their own
in the event of the dismissal of Mr. Devlin.
Some of Mr. Altgeld's following made this
assertion with great energy, but the ex-
governor personally and Judge Prentiss,
who is practically an authorized mouth-
piece of Mr. Altgeld. refused to substan-
tiate any such statements. They said it
would be time enough to cross the bridge
when it was reached, but confident asser-
tions were made to the effect that Devlin
would not be dismissed, and therefore no
emergency could arise in that direction
calling for any action on their part.
Judge Prentiss said he had made a call

on Vice Chairman Stone ths morning, but
it was "just a friendly visit." awl he instst-
ed that he made no threats and delivered no
ultimatum.

All Up in the Air.
Everything this morning was "in the air."

and all kinds of rumors were flying fast.
Nobody seemed to know anything of the
probable action of the committee this after-
noon. There was a general opinion, how-
ever, that the committee appointed at St.
Louis to investigate the charges against
Mr. Devlin will report in favor of his dis-
charge.
The Altgeld people have won an unquali-fied victory as far as the attendance at the

meeting tonight is concerned. Mr. Bryan.
who arrived at 8 o'clock this morning, will
certainly speak, and, what is more, prac-
tically every member of the national com-
mittee will be there to hear him.
The schemes of the Harrison faction to

draw the committeemen to one side by
invitatior.s to carriage rides, trips to the
drainage canal, rides on the lake and sim-
ilar delights proved fruitless. and not only
will practically all the committeemen be at
the meeting, but a large portion of the
Harrison crowd as well.
The Harrison men admitted that their ef-

forts to draw from the meeting have re-
sulted in failure, but claimed they are
mgijg thei, fight against Devlin. and if
they secure his head the suecegg of the
meeting, no matter how glittering it may
be, cannot injure them.

Demands of Dimetauists.
It is now certain that unless the bimetal-

lists secure the recognition they demand
from the national committee at this after-
noon's meeting they will form a new na-

tional committee of their own.
There seems to be, however, a strong

probability that they will obtain formal
recognition.
They claimed this morning to have two-

thirds of the national committee and said
there will be a formal declaration in their
favor by the national committee as soon as
they have presented their demand, that
they be allowed to co-operate in the next
national campaign with the national com-
mittee in the management of the cam-
paign.
Vice Chairman Stone refused to say any-

thing upon this subject.
"I don't know what we will do," he said.

"Nobody knows what will be done. 1 am
not looking for any bolt from the demo-
cratic party, however. I can assure you.
There may be some honest differences of
opinion, but there will be no split."
Shortly before noin the Aitgeld people

made a decided change of base regarding
Devlin. when Wm. J. Strer g. a close friend
and adviser of Mr. Altgeld, at:nounced that
the latter did not propose to star.d or fall
by Mr. Devln or by what was done with
him. This vas accepted by the Harrison
people as a sure indication that Devlin was
to go and that the Altgeld people were
trimming their sails in order that his dis-
missal might not compromise then to any
serious cxtent.

Mr. Bryan's Proposition.
W. J. Bryan today male a proposition to

the warring democratic factions in Illinois
that the mee'ing tonight (over which there
has been so much puling to and fro to
secure his attendance or his absence) be
placed under the control of the democratic
national committee.
This would relieve him from the dilemma

in which he is now placed of taking sides
in the Illinois row. The proposition was
made to the Altgeld people, who are in con-
trol of the meeting, and they agreed to re-
fer it to the national committee. Men of
both si~ es agreed that Mr. Bryan has,
through no fault of his own, been placed
in a position where, no matter what his
decision regarding the meeting may be. he
is certain to lose a large part of the sup-
port of the Illinois democracy.
Any change In the management of the

meeting will relieve him personally of al
embarrassment.
There was a strong undercurrent of feel-

ing among the national committeemen
against accepting the proposition, they
claiming that it watid look too much as
though the committee was disposed to in-
dorse the silver proposition. The silver
men of the national committee are, of
course, willing to accept charge of the
meeting, and say that they will have suf-
ficient strength at the meeting to carry
Mr. Bryan's proposition through.

Addrses by Nlew York Desmoesats.
Representatives of the Chicago platform

democrats of the state of New York last
night Issued an address "To the members
of the democratic national committee and
to the democratic voters of tihe United
States," as follons:
We. acting as a committee created and

authorised by the Chicago platform democ-
racy of the state of New York, desire to
make public the following well-estabiushed
facts concerning the situation In tihe state
of New York, believing-that everything af-
fecting the political situation in that great
state is of national, Aather than merely lo-
cal, hmpot'tance
We assert. without fear of successful con-

tradiction, two propositions:
1. An overwhelming majority of the ye-

ter's in the democratic party in the state-of
New York ar~e enthneitieanly in favor of
the principfs laid down in the Chicago piat-
form of 1l96, and demanding without qual-
mentie the nlnintion ot that man Wise
stuli. ia'hesveit and ha Ma tii-ites 19Ont-thrm stasia aui mear-
nate theae pe e-
2.eWeen that theseng e me.
who MDBR.u~ the snsit of thesils stat, et New Tout

1n a- het t nsanes

END OF THE STRIKE
Electrical Workers and Employers

Reach an Agreement.

RATIFICATION OF COIPACT TODAY

Proceedings of Previous Joint
- Meeting Formally Indorsed.

CONFERENCE THIS EVENING

The strike of the electrical workers, in-
augurated about two weeks ago, 1 : virtually
at an end, and it Is expected th. Lfnlon men
who went out will all have returned to
work by tomc.rrow noon. All that remains
to he lone is the formal sign':"g of the
agreement made last night between repre-
sentatives of the strikers and a e->mmittee
of the electrical contractors. Tile agree-
ment was ratified, wvithout material amend-
ment, at a mecting of the strikers held
this morning at 11 o'clock. The differences
will come to an end, it is expocted, with
a joint meeting of contractors and strikers
scheduled fo: tonight. A final adjustment
is in sight.
The probability of a speedy termination

of the strike was made manifest last night
when a conference was held between the
employers and a committee of the elec-
trical workers, which was comp..sed of the
men formerly employed in the shops of
those who wuer' parties to the a.rement
which was r-jtected by the men .v. tal days
ago. The empoyt rs pr. sens a- :, confe r-
ence were John R. Gallo.y,. ti. 'ime-.r's
Sons, E. C. Graharn, John C. Iau. hal: &
Miller, J. H. K. using and Talittad & Wil-
son.
The electrical w, ikers were represented

by John Hoffa lT r. T. E. Hessman. (eorge
A. Malone, E.var.i A. Nae .n. Edward
Northnagle. Eug, t. Luns ani (:., ar N\ al-
ters. Milford bS hn of the C~t ral labor
Union was ch ,a chairman < f the con-
ference anal E. c'. Graham of the Ei ctrical
Supply Conpa. y was secretary. T. E.
Bessman acting as secr.tary for the Elec-
trical Workers' I n..n.

Mutnal Concessions.
The conferenc rermrned in s s-i n until

after midnight, and the terms .f the re-
vised agreement submitted by the uni. n,
and also that of the .mploy rs. tRere con-

pared and freely discussed. T n- were
mutual concessi n.s. whit h weore sa' isfac-
tory to both par:i-s cn rned The ma-
terial propositions agre d to are an eight-
hour work day, and the observan. e of all
legal holidays, especially Labor day. It is
provided that time and one-half time shall
be paid for work in excess of eight hours.
and that no work will be permitted on la-,
bor day except in cases of extrme emer-
gency.

It is also proposed that those employed
on dynamos, motors and electric elevators
shall be excepted frota the provision re-
quiring double time pay for work done on
holidays. In the matter of wages the con-
tractors conceded an advance over that
proposed by them in their agreement.

The Revised Agreement.
In the revised agreement it is provided

that journeymen shall be paid $2.80 per
day for eight hours' actual work, and that
after April 1, 1900, the pay shall be $3
per day.
The proposition of the employers relative

to helpers being employed additional to
apprentices was amended, and It. WU
agreed to permit the employment of three
apprentices or helpers to every five journey-
men. It was also agreed that only those
journeymei members of Electrical Work-
ers' Union No. 2t having a paid-up working
card or permit shall be employed. It was.
however. understood that the non-union
men now employed shall be given the per-
mit of the union and will be admitted to
m.,mbership under the usual conditions re-
quired of applicants.
There was no material change made in

the other terms of the contract, which, as
revised, was submitted by the men to em-
ployers on last Saturday.

It was understood that the proposition
agreed to by the conferees at the meeting
last night will be submitted to the union
for ratification. It is very probable that
the terms will be accepted by the union. in
which event a final meeting will be held
between the representatives of the union
and the employers, and the contract will be
fot mally approved by both parties.

Rieetrical 'Workers laderued.
At the meeting held last Wednesday

night of Columbia Lodge, No. 174. Inter-
national Association of Machinists, resolu-
tions were unanimously adopted to the
effect that "The electrical workers of this
city, after exhausting all honorable means

to reach an agreement with their employ-
ers, whereby they would receive a Lair
day's wages and other considerations, to
bring their condition on an equality with
other crafts, have decided to quit work
until such an agreement can he formu-
lated: Therefore, Columbia Lodge. No. 174.
International Association of Machinists,
now in regular session. indorses their ac-
tion In so doing, and tender to them our
moral. and, if need ,be, our financial sup-

"Further. That a copy of these resolu-
tions, under the seal and signed by our
president and recording secretary, be for-
warded to Electrical Workers' Union,
No. 26.''

TBANING TEE TROOPS.

The President Gratefal for Their Re-
anaining in the service.

The War Department today made public
a teleggjm fromt the President to Gen.
Otis, thanking the men in the Philippines
for their patriotism in remaining in service
after the ratification of the treaty of peace.
The message is dated July 1, and in as fol-
lows:
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,

WASHINGTON, July 1. lESS.
Otis, Manila:
By direction of the Secretary of War' the

following in transmitted.
(Signed) CORBIN.

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
-WASHINGTON. July 1, 1100.

Otis, Manila:
The President desires' to express in the

most public manner his appreciation of the
lofty patriotism shown by the volunteers
and regulars of the 8th Armay Corps in per-
forming willing service through severe
camrpaigns and battles against the insurt-
gents in Luson, when under the terms of
their enlistment they would have beens en-
titled to their discharge upon the rattlca-
thon of the treaty of peace with Spain.
This action on their part was noble ad

heroic. It will stand forth as an esampie
of the slf-secrtlee and pbic eneom'tieu
which has eveI chaacterised the Ameto
In reegma thereat I shaM e.m...A

to ceage tht a eesei ainss et a-
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from New York, and it is said would be ac-
ceptable to Senator Platt.
Should the question of New York's posi-

tion in the cabinet not be pressed by the
New Yorkers and Attorney General Griggs
should be made Secretary of War, there is
no doubt that Col Boyd, the assistant at-
torney general, *would be strongly pressed
by a multitude of friends for a cabinet po-
sition.
During the absence of the Attorney Gen-

eral Colonel Boyd has been acting as the
head of the department.
The question of Attorney General Griggs

going to the War Department is considered
advisable by many because of the large
number of legal matters constantly arising
in the department. Mr. Griggs has unques-
tioned executive ability, and his friends say
that if he should be put at the head of the
department there would cease to be talk
about any one else being the real head of
the department. He is firm and quick in
his decisions and would unhesitatingly be
the real head of the department in every
nay.

One Combination.
"Attorney General Griggs for Secretary of

War and Mr. John Cowen of Nebraska for
Attorney General" is one of the combina-
tions talked about. It is said that General
Griggs is already familiar with War De-
partment matters, especially the many in-
tricate questions which have arisen in re-
lation to the administration of the island
governments, for such questions have been
referred to -him for opinions, and several
are still pending before him. In addition to
this be has been long enough in the cabinet
to be aware of the intentions and views of
the President relating to military matters
as well as the administration of the Wer
Deparment.
Mr. Cowen is known as one of the able

lawyers of the west. He was employed in
the settlement of the Union Pacific debt
and his ability was brought prominently to
the attention of the President at the time.
It is said he has once been offered a posi-
tion in the cabinet, but declined, as he did
not care to sacrifice his practice. It is
known that his friends have recently ad-
vised him that he would be again offered a
cabinet position, and told him not to decline
it again. It is understood that in case he
entered the cabinet he would prefer to be
Attorney General.
Mr. Cowen and President McKinley be-

gan the practice of law together many
years ago in Ohio. He has been district at-
torney in Nebraska, and while active in
politics has never sought position.

Postmaster General Smith.
When Postmaster General Smith was

leaving the White House today he was told
that his name had been suggested for pro-
motion to the War Department, to succeed
Secretary Alger He stated positively that
he would not accept the position if offered
to him.
Another cabinet officer stated during the

day that it would be a difficult matter to
make a change from one portfolio to an-
other. No cabinet officer desires the war
portfolio. They say that there are too
many thankless burdens to carry and too
much hard work.
The general impression among White

House callers today was that the President
will have difficulty in securing a suitable
man. It is said on good authority that no
selection has yet been made, although the
President has several men in mind.

Men in Congress Mentioned.
Naturally the men in Congress who have

been prominently Identified in military af-
fairs come in for consideration in the com-
ment as to who will succeed to the war
portfolio, but as to most of them, while
their fitness and capability is conceded,
there are questions of locality or avail-
ability which operates against such a
course.
Representative Hull of Iowa, chairman of

the House committee on military affairs,
and author of the Hull bill for the reor-
ganization of the army, is mentioned in this
connection.
He has seen service on the field and has

a thorough knowledge of recent army af-
fairs. It is being noted, however, that
Iowa already has a member of the cabinet,
Mr. Wilson. Of the other military men in
the House, Gens. Henderson and Grosvenor
would naturally be thought of if it were
not for the former's succession to the
speakership and the considerations of local-
ity connected with the latter.
In the Senate the nes of X@46 S. Proc-

tor and hin seach bf whom has served as
,geretary of War; General Sawiem, the
veteran chairman of the committe6 on mili-
tary affairs; General Sewall of NewxJersey,amog t3os which n ey muW
themseos. There are questlon ato avalla.,
haitt aceae howevrr ane'.d
tide it M iasy theeght the P r8
would care to depte the repubianwu

i the as or the purpose of
streegh iarSeew

reearym

hreyena 00 Pt.'idoo Xcjr-

wanted Governor Merulani is bis cabinet,
and thr latter's namne is talket of.
Mr. Charles G. Dawes; the ,oDtroller of

the currency, is strgngly spobail of, but it
is' said that he wouid not aeos the plas.
Gen. Harrison Gr Otast Iionsidered a

strong possibility. ea e
ago at the request of the. i t.Kut
he said then that he hed 'iA idea, of enter-
ing the cabinet. It is said dht the President
did not then know that Secrltary Alger
would resign. The Preqidept i'known to4think a great deal of General Otis.

Fitz Lee's 4Iasse I4entioned.
Special Dispatch to The Evening Star.
RICHMOND, Va, July 2.-4t is reported

here that an effort 4abeing made by the
friends of Gen. Fitai Lee to have him
appointed Secretary .d? War to succeed
Gen. Alger. It is said t6at friends of Gen.
Lee have been in .touclh with him since it
was generally understbd that Secretary
Alger would resign, to 'certain if he
would accept the appointm t in case Presi-
dent McKinley should see t to offer him
the portfolio
It cannot be,learne ehat Gen. Lee's

intention is in the out it is under-
stood that the Presit~has been much
pleased with .his conds br since he en-
tered the army, an f(stake has been
charged up to him. (

THE CORR fIE*ENCE.

Secretary Alge Rei i tton and the
Presald t'a Ar4 aee.

-The following is the orespondence in
regard to Secretary Alge esiglation:

July 19, 1898.
Sir: I beg to tender to you :ny resigna-

tion of the offe of Secretary of War, to
take effect at such tiitf in the wear futtire
as you may decide tht aAirs of this de-
partment will permit. 1 =

In terminating my o i4 connection with
your administration for you con-
tinued health and th bet measure of
success in carrying b igthe' great work in-
trusted to you. I havy honor to be,
very respectfully, yo

,
nt servant,

i-: A. ALGER.
The President.

4.
EXECUTIV y ION.
WASHIN fuly 20, 1899.

Hon. R. A. Alger Se t of War.
Dear Sir: tour res of. the office

of Secretary of War, ,date of July
19, is accepted, to takoe oh the 1st of
August, 1899.
In thus severing the eocil relation which

has continued for morp tn two years, I
desire to thank xpu f tltfaithful service
you have rendered thsi 1itty at a most
exacting period, and sh you a long
and happy life.
With assurances of ' rgard and es-

teem, I am, yours sin dr.
WI 7T UKINLEY.

WANTED COA~r;.y WOTING.

Report That Oregon ' Were Not
Properly Clothed u gated.

Further investigation ed *te ;omplaint
that the Oregon troops were mot properly
clothed brings out the fat that the quar-
termaster of that, reginget tiuned over to
the quartermhster of tEe nemy at San
Francisco a considerable ont of cloth-
ing, including more thaneW eat coats, a
number of blankets and Saavy undercloth-
ing. This clothing wh deomed by the
United States, is not chreged to the regi-
ment, and is accepted if it has not been
used.
It is said that the tops desired thq use

of government old vwhile they were at
the Presidlo, without charged with
it. The quartermnte departmanent could
not grant tmh under the mili-
tary regulatos' when
issues of ciitm mad. without
requisitio e ne* iS in the
case of cea ieus= lad ao

Th n whew Est
Infantry, Is naam

promotes XAeute..q
beak to beeolot XrUiWyt:e
3rown, -to be mlo

it in collecting the mails. It was demon-
trated that with the use of an automobile
in a city twice the amount of work could
be done in one-half the timp usually re-
quired for the collection.

UNXUSUAL RATwPA1-L.

Gen. Otte Reports That the Storm
Still Prevails.

*e following cable message was received
from Gen. Otis this morning in regard to
the situation in the Philippines:

MANILA.
"Adjutant General, Washington:
"Storm still prevailing; barometer rising,

indicating improved weather conditions;
average rainfall July several years, 14%
inches; for twenty days fully, now closed,
41 inches; country flooded. Troops on out-
post have suffered and former lines of
communication cut in some instances; not
seritfus. No material increase in sickness
reported. Telegraphic communication
maintained San Fernando, Bacoor and
nearly all other points. Unable yet to coal
returning transports. OTIS."

SUBURBAN FREE DELIVERY.

The Matter to Be Taken Up by the De-
partment.

The Post Office Department will take up
next week with City Postmaster Merritt
the question of extending free delivery by
carrifra to Brightwood, Petworth, Anacos-
tia, dnd additional service for Eckington.
These communities have petitioned the de-
partment for the letter carrier service.
With respect to Brightwood, the inspector

who was detailed to look into the advisa-
bility of establishing the free delivery sys-tem has reported conditionally. The re-
port is not altogether unfavorable, neitheris it unqualifiedly favorable. The subjectwill have to be taken up by the ilvisions ofthe department and canvassed thoroughlywith the city postmaster.

CENSUS EXAMINATIONS.
Number of Applieants-Those Having

Passed and Failed.
A report made to Gov. Merriam, director

of the census .of the progress of the ex-
amination of applicants for appointment in
the census bureau shows that since May
3 832 persons have been examined. Of
these 406 applicants passed and 426 failed.
When an applicant who is recommended

by a congressman fails to pass, the con-
gressman is not debarred from recom-
mending another. It is said that 2,700 ap-
plications have. been received from resi-
dents of the District of Columbia, more
than enough to fill the entire force of the
census office.
Under the system adopted by Gov. Mer-

riam, each state and each congressman is
being held strictly to the quota set aside.
This has resulted, it is said, in congress-
men sifting their lists pretty thoroughlyand in recommending finally persons from
their immediate constituency.

9 -
TO BE VOLUNTEER OFFICERS.

Additional Appointments Made by the
President.

The President today made the following
additional appointments in the volunteer
army:
To be captains-James S. Butler, formerly

captain, I, 2d Mississippi; Edward C. Ca-
rey, formerly lieutenant, 16th Infantry;
William F. Meeks, formerly captain, 71st
New York Volunteers; Charles A. Reynolds,
formerly captain. I, 10th Ohio Volunteers;
Frank G. Russell, formerly major, 1st Ter-
ritorial Regiment.
To be first lieutenants-F. O. Densmore;

Percy H. Hawkins, formerly captain, 1st
Ohio; Virden C. Poekenpaugh, formerly
lieutenant, 5th Illinois; Carroll Powers, for-
merly of 2d Kentucky Volunteers; James R.
Rash formerly lieutenant, 8d Kentucky.
To b second lieutenants-James D. Dan-

ner, formerly of the 8th Pennsylvania; H.
J. McKenney, formerly private, 5th U. s. V.
Bignal Cors.
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